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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION

KAYA HUDGINS, individually, and
on behalf of all others similarly situated,

Case No. 23-cv-00218
V.
Judge Matthew F. Kennelly
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY
OF CHICAGO, et al

Defendants.

N N N N N N N N N N N N

MOTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT

NOW COMES Plaintiff KAYA HUDGINS (“Plaintiff), by and through her attorneys
Mauck & Baker, LLC, and respectfully moves the Court for entry of an Order granting Plaintiff’s
Motion for Final Approval of the Proposed Class Action Settlement Agreement reached between
the parties, and in support thereof states as follows:

1. The Court previously set a deadline of April 16, 2025, for Class Counsel to file an

Unopposed Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement. Dkt. 252.

2. After reaching out to defense counsel with a copy of the draft Unopposed Motion for Final

Approval of the proposed Class Action Settlement, Class Counsel learned on March 20,

2025, via email correspondence from the Board and DLF’s counsel that their clients would

not be able to sign off on the motion at this time.

3. The defense counsels’ reasoning for not agreeing to the filing of the Unopposed Motion for

Final Approval of the proposed Class Action Settlement before the Notice date of May 2,

2025 has expired was because defense counsel felt there was a lack of information at this
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juncture with regard to a report to the Court of any possible objections from Class Members
to the proposed Class Action Settlement.

4. Thus, Class Counsel is filing this Motion for Final Approval of the Class Action Settlement
(without labeling it an unopposed motion) at this time in the interest of the Class Members
and in order to be compliant with the Court’s Second Amended Preliminary Approval
Order that Class Counsel file the Motion before the April 16, 2025 deadline.

5. Additionally, Amy Lechner, the program manager for the Settlement Administrator
Simpluris, has prepared an initial Declaration attached as an exhibit to the Memorandum in
Support of the Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement. Class Counsel
anticipates filing an updated Declaration of Amy Lechner at the end of the Notice period on
May 2, 2025, and before the May 7, 2025 final hearing date to provide the Court with full
reporting of the administrative work of Simpluris and the final numbers related to Claim
Forms submitted and possible objections and/or opt-out forms filed by Class Members.

6. Therefore, Class Counsel requests this Court enter an Order granting:

a. Final approval of the proposed Settlement Agreement (Dkt. 234-1);
b. Final approval of the Plan of Allocation (Dkt. 236);

c. Final approval of Class Counsel’s application for attorneys’ fees, reimbursement
of expenses and payment of administrative costs (Dkt. 247);

d. Final approval of the requested Service Award to the Class Representative (Dkt. 247);

e. Final approval and establishment of the Settlement Fund under the Settlement
Agreement as a qualified settlement fund (“QSF”’) pursuant to Internal Revenue
Code Section Treas. Reg. 8 1.468B-1, and the Treasury Regulations promulgated
thereunder;

f. Entry of a final judgment and a dismissal order of this action against the Board and DLF
with prejudice after the settlement has been funded by the Defendants within 30 days
after the Effective Date, as further defined in the Settlement Agreement; and
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g. Any other relief this Court deems equitable and just.

Respectfully Submitted,
KAYA HUDGINS

By: /s/ John W. Mauck

John W. Mauck (jmauck@mauckbaker.com) Sorin A. Leahu

Judith A. Kott (jkott@mauckbaker.com) Leahu Law Group, LLC
Robin Rubrecht (rrubrecht@mauckbaker.com) 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 1527
Mauck & Baker, LLC Chicago, IL 60604

1 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3150 (847) 529-7221

Chicago, IL 60602 sleahu@leahulaw.com

(312) 726-1243


mailto:jmauck@mauckbaker.com
mailto:jkott@mauckbaker.com
mailto:rrubrecht@mauckbaker.com
mailto:sleahu@leahulaw.com

Case: 1:23-cv-00218 Document #: 254 Filed: 03/21/25 Page 4 of 4 PagelD #:7999

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that on March 21, 2025, | caused the
foregoing Plaintiff’s MOTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION
SETTLEMENT served electronically through the Northern District of 1llinois CM/ECF electronic
filing on all counsel of record, including:

David J. Stein / David.Stein@gtlaw.com
Tiffany S. Fordyce / fordycet@gtlaw.com
Naomi Lazar / naomi.lazar@gtlaw.com
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

77 W. Wacker Drive, Suite 3100
Chicago, IL 60601

James J. Sipchen / jsipchen@pretzel-stouffer.com
Kayla A. Condeni / kcondeni@pretzel-stouffer.com
Pretzel & Stouffer, Chartered

200 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 2600

Chicago, IL 60606

/s/ Judith A. Kott
JUDITH A. KOTT
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